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2017-2018 President’s report – Year in Review 

Stormwater Queensland has in its purpose to promote the efficient management of flooding, maintain the 
environmental values of waterways, seek the betterment of community amenity, achieve the cost-effective 
management of stormwater infrastructure, and encourage a whole of water cycle approach to stormwater 
management. 
 
This past year the organisation, through the tireless efforts of the Events sub-committee, has held several workshops 
on; incorporating WSUD ideas into our cities (in regional areas); Australian Rainfall & Runoff 2016 in practice; 
designing for debris blockage in culverts; the implications of the revision to Australia Rainfall and Runoff (ARR) & QLD 
Urban Drainage Manual (QUDM) updates; the State Policy for water quality offsets; microplastics in stormwater and 
wastewater; the potential for urban hydrology to be more important that water quality; advancements in rainfall 
predictions & flood forecasting; and asset management mechanisms/stormwater utilities. These are a conscious 
expansion of topics to include a broader focus in keeping with the organisation’s objectives. We have collaborated with 
the Water Panel from Engineers Australia and are in discussions with IECA to again hold a joint conference in 2019.  
 
The Advocacy sub-committee has also been diligently working on several policy responses and position papers this 
year. Submissions were made for the QLD Government’s Draft Point Source and Diffuse Source Offsets Policies, the 
City of the Gold Coast Land Development Guideline changes. Following the ARR & QUDM workshop and Urban 
Hydrology Workshop, there has been a record of suggestions and comments that will be formulated into potential 
action plans and position statements. The sub-committee has also surveyed several Councils collecting Offset 
contributions for stormwater treatment and presented a conference paper summarising the outcomes. This information 
will guide advocacy activities on this issue in the future. We are working with the QLD Minister for the Environment’s 
office to support the single use plastic bag ban and the upcoming container refund scheme, and furthering discussions 
about how we can collaborate on future synergistic policies and activities. I am encouraged that the organisation is 
growing and advocating for our members at these higher levels of government. 
 
The organisation is also making some “behind the scenes” improvements that we hope will improve efficiencies and 
accessibility for our members. For our regional members, we are negotiating with Stormwater Australia for a Zoom 
licence that will facilitate the live-streaming and/or webcasting of upcoming technical events enabling them to attend 
where otherwise distance would not permit. Discussions have also commenced at a national level for a central 
payment gateway to streamline membership renewals, event registration and levy disbursement. 
 
As a voluntary organisation, I am eternally thankful for the passion and commitment shown by members that give 
freely of their time and energy in the interests of the organisation. I thank the committee members that have served 
over the past year and look forward to working with the new committee. As a diverse and inclusive organisation with a 
significant representation of women, I would like to set a target of at least 30% women on the committee, and 
encourage nominations from state & local government and academia.  
 
This past year has been full of activity and progress for Stormwater Queensland, something I hope will continue into 
2019.  
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