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Why review state interests? 

• The Planning Act 2016 provided a catalyst for change 

• Need to ensure appropriate expression of state interests 

• Remove duplication and improve workability of 
instruments  

• Support key government priorities… 
 



• Updated State Planning Policy (SPP) subject to 
statutory consultation  

– 21 November 2016 to 10 February 2017 

• Also available for comment during this time: 

– Draft Planning Regulation  

– Revised State Development Assessment Provisions (SDAP) 

Renewed planning instruments 



• Transport and infrastructure 

• Coastal planning 

• Climate change (including 
renewable energy) 

• Urban design  

• Cultural heritage  

• Affordable housing  

• Economic growth 

 

 

Key Government priorities 



• State interests managed through most effective planning tool  

• Planning framework deals with planning matters only  

• State accountable for state matters; local government is 
accountable for local matters   

• State involvement occurs only when essential  

• No duplication or replication of regulatory approvals  

• Amendments align with the purpose and intent of the Act and 
adopted government policy 

• Enable clearer expression and greater understanding  

 

Key principles informing the review 



• Draft State Planning Policy retains Water Quality as a 
state interest in planning and development 

• Overarching state interest statement not proposed to 
change 

 

 

State interest -  Water Quality 



• Focus on ensuring development facilitates achievement 
of water quality objectives for Queensland waters 

• Clarifies that development for an urban purpose can do 
this through: 
– Achieving the stormwater management design objectives in 

Table A and B (construction and post construction); or 

– Facilitating an equivalent or improved water quality outcome 
through locally appropriate solutions; or 

– Demonstrating best practice environmental management is 
applied.   

 

Water quality state interest  



Key changes 

• What? 

– Policy amendments:  
• Construction phase stormwater management design objectives 

(Table A) tightened 

• Clarify that flexible, locally appropriate solutions are supported 

for post-construction stormwater management 

• Remove acid sulfate soils policies (located in Emissions and 

Hazardous Activities) 

– Maintain DA requirements as assessment 

benchmarks, with existing thresholds – however 

consultation note included 



Key changes 

• Why?  

– Alignment with government’s policy agenda to 

improve water quality and protect the Great Barrier 

Reef 

– Increasing support for workable ‘on-site’ 

development outcomes 

– Dealing with acid sulfate soils broader than a 

water quality issue 



 

 

Development assessment  thresholds – 
Consultation note 

• Investigating the thresholds for 

development for an urban 

purpose, which are currently: 

• MCU over 2500m2 and resulting in 

6 or more lots or an impervious 

area greater than 25% 

• ROL over 2500m2 and 6 or more 

lots 

• Op Works disturbing more than 

2500m2 
 

• Feedback on these threshold 

levels will inform the final SPP 



Next steps 



Next steps 

• Closing date for submissions is 10 February 2017 

• Review and preparation of guidance material through to 
February 2017 

• Reviewing submissions + further discussion with agencies in 
February and March 2017 

• Finalisation of Planning Regulation, SPP & SDAP in April/May 
2017 

• Targeted training in conjunction with Act transition training in 
May/June 2017 

• Commence with Planning Act 2016 on 3 July 2017 



Want to know more? 
 

Website: qld.gov.au/planninginterests  

 

Email: planningpolicy@dilgp.qld.gov.au    

mailto:planningpolicy@dilgp.qld.gov.au
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